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environment—the rustic alternative to town corruption, the site of recon-
ciliation of the urban and the rural, and of the restoration of inner peace to
troubled souls, the model for the regeneration of French saciety. Asin The
Meeting, he again metaphorically resolves the conflict between town and
country and pictorially realizes the realist-rural discourse as 2 “solution”
to the social question.

Until now, not much attention has been paid to the significance of that
part of the title referring to the picture asa résumé of a “seven-year phase.”
Tintend to develop this idea even more fully in ny discussion of Whitman
and Courbet, but for now [ wish to point out that Courbet consistently
conceprualized his career as a series of discrete “stages” of development
progressively leading to his realization asa complete person making “living
are.” This is an idea borrowed from Comte, who believed that his own era
opened upon the final stage of historical development. Comte’s sequence
of three historical stages, culminating with the positive, provided the con-
ceptual model for thinking about human progress—the philosophical and
sociological foundation of Courbet’s seven-year phase crowned by his ful-
fillment as a realist painter. In one sense, Courbet’s Studio, which brings the
whole world to his doorstep, visualizes Comte’s design for a comprehen-
sive philosophical system capable of encompassing all human knowledge.

This interpretation assumes a public and political intention in the
construction of the monumental composition, but we have also seen the
astempred government intervention to pressure him to conform to its pro-
gram. It would have been difficult for anyone, evena strong-willed person-
ality like Courbet, to stoutheartedly resist a combination of blandishments
and threats by the authoritarian regime. Several years later, in a bitter letver
to the exiled Victor Hugo, Courbet compared his lot under Napoléon I's
regime to that in which Hugo and Delacroix worked:

When you and Delacroix were in your prime, you did not have, as I do, the
Empire to tell you, “Outside of us there is no salvation.” There was no warrant
for your arrest; your mothers, unlike mine, did not make underground passages
in the house to bide you from the police; Delacroix never saw soldiers violating
his home, effacing his paincings with a bucket of turpentine, by ministerial or-
der; his works were nor arbitrarily shut out of the Exposition [185 5]; he did noz
need ridiculous chapels to honse his pictures outside the Exposition; the annual
official speeches did not single him out for censure; ualike me, he did not have
thas pack of mongrels baying at his heels, in the service of their mongrel masters.
The battles were about art and questions of principle; you wers not threatened
with proseription.™

Here, whether partially hallucinatory or not, he attests to the intense
compulsion to conform that he experienced at the time of the Exposition
Universelle. Clearly his capacicy to demonstrate his convictions required
the government's facilities, including its permission for an extension of
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the deadline to complete his picture and for erecting his temporary pavil-
ion near the grounds of the Exposition Universelle. In the end, I believe
that these pressures acted negatively on him to produce an outcome that in
many ways contradicted his stated convictions,

Most modern observers point out the lack of communication among
the diverse figures assembled in the painter’s studio and the painter’s utter
indifference to their presence, including his dearest friends, mentors, and
patrons. In a work pretending to visualize a harmonious teconciliation of
modern social factions, the want of a shared activity or reciprocal recogni-
tion militates against a metaphorical resalution of the social question. In
addition, there are what I would call “ethnic sluzs” in the composition that
undermine its stated claim to inclusivity. The “Negress” that has been ef-
faced was originally gazing at herself “coguettishly” in the mirror while
her lover read, and the circus clown wears » mocking Chinese mask and
costume. Bu it is especially the image of the Jew, hugging tightly his jewel
box (a familiar trope in the literature) and mutering to himself that he has
the best of it, who betrays Courbet’s social and ethnic prejudices. Signifi-
cantly, Courbet began his description of the theme in his letter to Champ-
fleury with the position of the Jew, and in the compesition it is the Jew’s
full-length body with his prominent fur shtreimel and caftan at the extreme
lefi-hand edge that towers over all the others and frames the section of
those who “thrive on death.”

Courbet could identify with the pariahs of society when projected on

a level of abstraction like the fabulous Ahasuerus, but when it came to em-
pathizing with them in actuality he expressed traditional rural prejudices
that irrationally associated Jews with usury. Leftise anti-Semitism found
a source of strength in the financial policies of the house of Rothschild,
which maineained close ties with Louis-Philippe and supported his relative
neutrality in foreign affairs. (Generally, the Rothschilds opted for politi-
cal stability and the reigning authotity, but rumors of their subvention of
the coup d'état did not endear them to the enemies of Louis-Napoléen.)
Alphonse Toussenel's notorious Les Juifs, rois de I'époque; histoire de la feodalité
financiére {The Jews, Kings of the Epoch; History of Financial Feudalism),
first published in 1845—the most popular book in a flood of pamphlets
against the Rothschilds—was enthusiastically endorsed by the entire radi-
cal press. A disciple of both Michelet and Fourier, Toussenel articulared the
resentments of a large portion of his society who perceived the handful of
Jews in Paris in control of Louis-Philippe.

Courbet was close to a number of anti-fewish leftists, including his
friends Toussenel (whom he knew from the Brasserie Laveur) and the poet
Pierre Dupont, who wrote a mnnﬂncrﬁ_% nasty piece about Jewish usury. '
In addition, he clearly shared the virulent anti-Semitism of his compatriots
from the Department of the Doubs, Proudhon and Fourier, who decisively
contributed to the development of an anti-Jewish ideology in France. Fou-
rier knew that more Christians wﬁnnwnnm nsury than Jews in France, but
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stigmatized Jewish usury as more dangerous and therefore opposed Jew-
ish emancipation. His disciples Toussenel and Proudhon identified the Jew
with ustrious parasitism and condemned the Jewish arriviste as the epitome
of crass philistinism and vulgarity. "

During the Sccond Empire, French Jewry atcained the height of its
power and prosperity in the nineteenth century and became linked sym-
bolically with the regime. Louis-INapoléon was predisposed toward Saint-
Simon’s technocratic program, and a number of Jews who had been
affiliated with Saint-Simonism, including the brothers Emile and Isaac
Péreire—founders of the Crédit Mobilier to help provide capital and
credit for rapid industrialization—carved out distinguished careers for
themselves. The banker Achille Fould, another prominent Jewish Saint-
Simonist, subsidized Louis-Napoléon’s campaign for president in 1848, and
subsequently held key positions as minister of finance and minister of state
in his administrations.

As one of the key organizers of the Exposition Universelle of 18ss, it
was Fould who ultimately authorized permission for Courbet to organize
his private show. Courbet’s references to Fould in his letters are always re-
spectful, but he acknowledges him as the seat of power in his dealings with
the regime. If Toussaint is correct n identifying the Jew as 2 disguised
Fould (there even appears to be a letter “£” on his shreimel), then the Jew's
body may be a site for displaced anxieties about Jewish influence in cul-
tural matters generally and in the World’s Fair specifically. At the picture’s

opposite end is Baudelaire, the Jew's counterpart, who is a source of moral -

support and creative inspiration. The Jew and Baudelaire constitute the
boundaries of the composition, the flanking antipodes of constructive and
destructive infiuence on the artist’s work. Given the salient role of the Jew
in Courbet’s textual and visual formulations, he implies that the pressures
constraining him at the point of creative practice stem from overweening
Jewish ascendance in French culture. _

What I seein the picture isa retreat from the radicalism of the 1848-1854
phase and a sertling into a bourgeois mode that he had for so long valianty

resisted within and without the familial context. His need to please his pa-

tron, the Bonapartist Bruyas, as well as the strains of government coercion
must have affected his compromised “solution” to the social question. Un-
like Funeral, where the community organizes around a commonplace ritual
and his social criticism has a logic, in the Studio chere is no correlation be-

tween the negative and positive poles of society and no implied critique of

the political and soctal constraints responsible for conditions of exploita-
tion. Indeed, he has nothing but praise for the rich bourgeois on the right
side who participate in his action. These controvertible gestures and built-
in limitations flagrantly disrupe his prior development, and the resultant
guilt feelings may have been displaced to the body of the close-fisted Jew.

Against this Jewish “other,” Courbet can gesture expansively and magnan- -

imously within a narrowly circumscribed field of action.
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In any case, the Studio, far from posing a threat like the previous pic-
tures, indicated the concessions he made in response to his patronage and
government efforts to modify his style. The work might be more ap-
propriately subtitled “An Allegory Summarizing My Bourgeoisification
during the Last Seven Years.” First, it is composed in the academic man-
ner that he studiously avoided in previous work. It converges on a single
dominant figure flanked on either side by well-defined groups, recalling
David’s Leonidas or any number of conventional history paintings invok-
ing the frieze principle, with 2 hero or ruler cccupying the compositional
centet. Indeed, at the Exposition Universelle of 1855 there were several
major variants of this pattern, including Couture’s Romans of the Decadence,
Chassériau’s ‘Tepidarium, Hamon's Human Comedy, and Miiller’s Last Roll
Call of the Revolution.

Second, Courbet’s painting ranges him directly among the dominant
elite performing the role of a courtly entourage. His version of the Hu-
man Comedy is divided into two distinct groups, 2 H.ﬁémmm& class who
serves his cause and provides for his support, and a parasitic and marginal-
ized chass who “thrive on death” or who are otherwise exploited. There is
no question as to his afhlation; he wears the fashionable jacket with striped
collar beloved of his patron Bruyas, as seen in the comparison of his self-
porerait study for the Studio and his portraits of Bruyas for this picture and
The Meeting. The striped collar and piping emanate from the same tailor’s
workshop, and his wearing of it in his studio betrays the rustic garb he
wears in The Meeting as masquerade.

Significantly, the aspiring grand bourgeois, as we have seen, uses the
language of the stock exchange to describe his relationship to his patrons:
he called them “actionnaires,” or shareholders in Courbet, Inc. It is no co-
incidence that in the period 855—1856 Courbet speculated on the stock
market, investing heavily in railway and other shares. The result, however,
was disastrous, and his financial losses (including those incurred by the pri-
vate show) threw him into a profound depression during the latter part of
1855. Proudhon was himself preoccupied with the Bourse in this period.
His friend and biographer, Sainte-Beuve, wrote that Proudhon tried to get
smailroad concessions for friends in 1853—18 54 and asked for help from Prince
Napoléon. Proudhon also advised English capitalists wheo sought to finance
railways in Switzerland. It was in this period that he decided to publish,
although anonymously at first, che sensational pothoiler The Manual of the
Stock Exchange Speculator, consisting of a mass of statistical information on
all the leading companies isted on the Bourse. Courbet must have read the
work, becanse his letter to Champfleury describing the Studio borrows its
terminology. Proudhon declared that the public of the Bourse, simnilar to
the world of production and consumption, divides itself into two catego-
ries, the exploités and the exploiteurs. The first—the more numerous—con-
sists of the “vile multitude, the rubbish heap of porters, domestics, rentfers,
petty bourgeois, hard working but greedy.”™
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The very title of Courbet’s painting reflects an entrepreneurial attitude:
The Masonic implications of the term atelier have already been discussed,
but another related definition is that of a small factory, designating aloca-
tion where mechanical and artisanal activity of every kind was cartied oue
under the direction of a chief calied the patron. And what does Courbet pro-
duce in his atelier? A landscape, now an artifact removed from nature, or
the prime source of realist inspiration. This marked a new direction; in the
next few years he churned out numerous landscapes and hunting scenes for
the market inspired partly by the British artist-entrepreneur Edwin Land-
seer. He purchased several pieces of real estate, including land on which he
wanted “to plant clumps of trees of all species for my painting.” " .

Champfleury wrote at this time that it disturbed him to witness Coue-
bet's concessions, that he was becoming increasingly preoccupied wich the
concerns of his patrons. This observation was seconded by conservative
critics who noted that he was gradually humanizing his work, while the
more progressive Thoré regretted throughout the 1860s Courbet’s appatent
renunciation of his social commitment. Finally, in 1866 Courbet's provoca-
tive nude, Womarn with a Parrot, earned him universal esteer from the Sec-
ond Empire gang, and no one was more pleased to see it than Sainte-Beuve, -
a Second Empire lackey, who raved about it in the company of Troubat, -
the chaplain of Princess Mathilde, and Bdmond About, who suggested that :
Courbet now quit his modest studio and live like the true Renaissance Man :
in a sumptuous Parisian townhouse. '™

The Studio then, though a magisterial effort to visually contextual-
ize the sociological conditions of a contemporary artist’s carcer, pulls its
punches and discloses a conservative tendency. Dupays argued that the
work should he viewed “as 4 general confession of the error of [Courbet’s)
youth,” like those farewell reunions organized for the noisy and scatter~
brained companions associated with the wild heyday of youth just at the -
moment one accepts a serions position in life. He saw in the work’s left
half all the “hideousness of the world,” the deformities, vices, gruesome-
ness, decrepitude and poverty, frighcful women, detestable types of evety
stamp. Concentrating his repugnance on the Irish mother, the reviewer
wondered how Courbet had the courage to place “this vermin next to him
and one of his friends in a hunter’s outfit, instead of relegating her to an ob:
scure corner, behind the indescribable dustheap of humanity in which we.
can pick out peasants, street porters, aJew, an old-clothes peddler, a clown, .
and an undertaker’s assistant.” Bur Dupays noticed that Courbet had deci-
sively turned his back on. this human debtis in favor of his landscape, signal-
ing 2 wholly new and improved direction in his work.™ :

Striking as this testimony is from one of Courbet’s most ardent oppo-
nents, it pales in comparison with the curt observation of Coutbet’s men-
tor Proudhon on the work. The anarchist wEHomcwron_ ‘who could read a
political message in a grain of sand, had only this terse comment to make
about the Studio while moderately critiquing the self-indulgent display of
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the painter’s monumental ego: “He has made a purely personal picture in
his Real Allegory, a work that is at the same low level of quality as Lot and
His Daughters™—an early biblical theme done before Courbet’s realist re-
nunciation that shows a father seducing his daughrers.'

Vet in the end this centerpiece of his private exhibition produced a pos-
itive putcome in stimulating a heated debate on the mearing of “realism”
in the modern age. Champfleury’s famons open letter to George Sand de-
fending Courbet was written in support of his private show at a time when
the painter sustained acrimonious attack from the press. The letter was first
published in L’ Artiste, a journal generally hastile to Courbet but whose
editors hoped to exploit the painter’s nototjety to ingratiate itself with the
government and gain increased readership.” Although Champfleury was
not wholly uncritical of Conrbet’s work, troubled especially by the self-
contradictory subtitle of “Real Allegory,” he nevertheless ends on a strong
note of support for Courbet’s painterly independence.

Champflenry’s letter has become a canonical text in Courbet scholar-
ship, but the equally important response to it by Charles Perrin has been
systematically elided from the literature. Perrin directed his letter to Hous-
saye, managing director of L’ Artiste, opening it with an expression of shock
that anyone other than the artist himself took Courbet sericusly. Perrin be-
gan by denying any animus against realism per se; in fact, some brands of
realism were perfectly acceptable to him, including Champfleury’s novel
Chien-Caillow, which mingled grace and beanty in its “sincere expression
of pature.” Realism and poetic expression are not incompatible, but Perrin
denied that there was an ounce of poetry in Courbet’s “notorious bazaar”
on the avenue Montaigne and challenged any of his readers to prove him
wrong.

Perrin understood Courbet’s realism as a way of painting “that exalts
and exaggerates only one of the many true aspects of nature—I speak of
the material side—at the expense of another no less true, which is the spiri-
tual.” Ugliness, Perrin continued, had po claim to art other than to serve as
“a diaphanous veil through which the spiritual penetrates, and it makes no
difference whether this spiritual gaze is objective or subjective, whether it
emanates from the painter or the model.” Petrin then seized upon the ex-
ample of Champfleury’s correspondent to exemplify his point, opposing
Sand'’s pastoral novels to Courbet’s Demoiselles de village. Sand painted real-
ity, but her types were neither rococo nor ugly, and never did “the mon-
strous realism of The Bathers ever sully her brush.” Petrin then followed
with an exclamatory note, first observing that Courbet wished to paint his
century and then protesting: “My God! It is possible that the century is
ugly; however, with all due respect, not as ugly as that!”

Perrin concluded his rebuttal of Champfleury’s defense with his wick-
ed analysis of the Seudio, declaring that Courbet’s “battalion of monsters
escaped from the Court of Miracles” were the sick models of reality Cour-
bet relied upen to personify the epoch. Nevertheless, he still fele that the
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Studio showed progress over his previous wotk, and that, alchough a failore,
it would have made a great painting had Courbet eliminated everything in
the picture except himself alone at the easel. What troubled and perplexed
Perrin most of all was that “Courbet, young, handsome, and well built,
with a spiritual physiognomy, stubbornly refuses to see anything in natare
but the ugly.”" $ince good taste, like good breeding, was predicated on
the ability to appreciate the Beautiful, Courbet’s assertion of the ugly in life
threatened the cherished assumptions and class supports of high culture.

Perrin's dogmatic riposte to Champflenry was in turn taken up by amore
progressive weiter, Fernand Desnoyers, soon to be an eloquent spokesper-
son for the idea of an official Salon des Refusés as an alternative outlet for
independent and experimental work rejected by the Salon juries. Desnoy-
ers wrote that one did not have to be an apologist for ugliness and evil ta
perceive that realism had “the right to represent that which exists and that
which is visible to the naked eye.” He then concluded with a positive ap-
preciation of the new tendency while making a sly dig at irs opponents:
“Singular school, is it not? Where there is neither master nor pupil, and
whose only principles are independence, sincerity, and individuality!"'*

The debate on realism stirred by Courbet’s private show proved im-
mensely valuable in articulating and clarifying the aims of the independents,
and paving the way for the avant-garde painters of the next generation. Ad-
ditionally, it caused consternation among bourgeois progressives by align-
ing irself with the new era of technology, science, and faith in progress yet
at the same time dwelling on the negative aspects of the market economy.
At the Exposition Universelle, Courbet’s imagery raised the coneroversial
issne of laissez-faire economics versus state intervention in the face of hu-
man misery. Finally, Courbet’s grim representations rent the veil from the
world of illusions to reveal the politics of culture beneath.

Coda on Courbet and Walt Whitman

1 wish to conclude this chapter with a parallel study of Courbet and Walt
Whitman to snggest that Courbet’s persona was not unique in the Age of
Civil Seruggle, but represented a type of individual challenge everywhere
in the individualized battle against illegitimate authority. In the case of
Courbet and Whitman, their thematic and subjective affinities are so strik-
ing that past failure to make the case for their relationship appears as an
historical oddity. Whitman’s “I Sing the Body Electric” {titled “Poem of
the Body™ in the 1856 edition of Leaves of Grass) mingles images of labor-
ers, athletes, and firemen reminiscent of Courbet’s subjects of the 18505, at
one point juxtaposing swimmers, wrestlers, and firemen in a single verse
and thematically converging with Courbet’s Salon entries of 1853, which
included The Bathers and The Wrestlers. The poet’s allusion to firefighters in
“Song of Myself” (one of the untitled “Leaves of Grass™ in the 1855 first
edition) practically transcribes Courbet’s Firemen Rushing to a Fire:
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Those ahold of fire-engines and hook-and-ladder ropes moze to me than
the gods of the antique wars,

Minding cheir voices peal through the crash of destruction,

Their brawny limbs passing safe over the charred laths . . . . their white
foreheads whole and unhurt out of the flames;

By the mechanic’s wife with her babe at her nipple interceding for every

mmMmOHu _UDH.Hw ...

The poet and the painter were particularly responsive to water and of-
ten walked the seashore, identifying their expansive egos with the infinite
regression of the sea’s horizon and the surging ocean. Courbet’s paintings
of himself saluting the sea at Palavas (1854) and the later stormy seas done
at Etretat in 1869 come alive when juxtaposed with Whitman's “As T Ebbd
with the Ocean of Life,” first published in the 1860 edition of Leaves of Grass
(and excerpted here from. 2 later edition):

As 1ebb'd with the ocean of life,

As I'wended the shores I know,

As I'walk’d where the ripples continually wash you Paumanck,

Where they rustle up hoarse and sibilant,

Where the fierce old mother endlessly cries for her castaways,

I musing late in the autumn day, gazing off southward,

Held by this electric self out of the pride of which T utter poemns,

Was seiz’d by the spirit that trails in the lines underfoot,

The rim, the sediment chat stands for all the water and all the land of the globe.

Or again from the firsi edition:

Sea of stretched ground-swells!

Sea breathing broad and convulsive breaths!

Sea of the brine of life! Sea of unshovelled and always-ready graves!
Howler and scooper of storms! Capricious and dainty sea!

I am integral with you . . . I too am of one phase and of all phases.

It may be argued that the remarkable colncidence in their artistic strat-
egies and thematics is nothing more than the playing out of a nineteenth-
century episteme and that other similar parallels could be easily adduced
out of the welter of periodic or Zeitgeist options. Nevertheless, let us press
on. The basic biographical facts of the lives of Whitman and Courbet are
in themselves full of intriguing coincidences. Whitman was born on 31
May 1819 and Courbet less than two weeks later on 10 June 1819, an un-
likely pair of twins starting their lives under the sign of Gemini. They
were passionately fond of music, swimming, and hunting and incorporate
these recreations into their work as thematic testimony to the free-spirited
democrat.
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Grass, engraving, 1855, after Ga-
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Both Whitman and Courbet entered adulthood with only a semi-edu:
cation because of conflicts between their career preferences and patern
pressuges, and bath passed through a “romantic” phase before mo.umms.m nrw&..
identity in a self-conscious “realist” mode which cryseallized in the year
1855. That year Whitman and Courbet outraged the establishment and che.
public on both sides of the Atlantic, and the savage epithets heaped upo
their work for lack of decorum, aesthetically flawed structures and com:;
pasitions, and cheir aggressive assertion of self-importance seem to have a
common source, They flannted their lack of “finish” and “polish” in their
work and lifestyles, borrowing metaphors from the sketching practices of
the art world to deseribe their broadly brushed ventures. The two “roughs”
then associated their respective cultaral production with their idea of dex
mocracy, functioning as Miessiahs and way-showers of a New Age. They
deployed the open-air landscape and its material rugosities as the chief
vehicle for their republican and nationalist proclivities.

This also explains the curicus coincidence of their personas: the earthy
free-swinging independents shouting 2 “barbaric yawp over the roofs of
the world.” T shall never forget the flush of excitement experienced when:
I first juxtaposed the frontispiece of Whitman's Leaves of Grass—the so
called “carpenter’s portrait” based ona photograph taken on 2 hot July da

CHAPTER THREB

223

in 1854—with Courbet’s self-projection in The Meeting, painted the same
year and exhibited for the first time at the Universal Exposition of 1855 (fig.
3.24). Rakish, bearded, defiant, casually clothed in workinan’s costume,
they identified themselves with the independent itinerant artisan.

Perhaps the most striking tmaterial parallel in their respective careers is
their notoricus manifestoes of 1855, Leaves of Grass and The Painter’s Studio:
A Real Allegory Summing Up a Seven-Year Phase of My Artistic Life, Operat-
ing on the margins of the establishment in their respective countries, they
undertook at their own expense to bring these works before the public,
Whitman published his own book and Courbet erected a large pavilion to
show his rejected work in competition with the official international ex-
position. Whitman described his vltimate intention in Leaves as “a feeling
or ambition to articulate and faithfully express in literary and poetic form,
and uncompromisingly, my own physical, emotional, moral, intellectual,
and aesthetic Personality, in the midst of, and tallying, the momentous
spirit and facts of its immediate days, and of current America—and to ex-
ploit that Personality, identified with place and date, in a far more candid
and comprehensive sense than any hitherto poem or boo 2

And here is what Courbet wrote in his realist manifesto of 1855: “I have
studied, outside of all systems and without prejudice, the art of the ancients
and the art of the moderns. I no more wanted to imitate the one than to
copy the other . . . No! I'simply wanted to draw forth from a complete ac-
quaintance with tradition the reasoned and independent consciousness of
my own individuality. To know in order to be able to create, that was noy
idea. To be in a position to translate the customs, the ideas, the appearance
of my epoch, according to my ewn estimation; to be not only 2 painter, but
a man as well; in short, to create living art—this is my goal.”

1t is now possible to see as one outcome of the American and French
Revolutions the rise of the independent creator, the autodidact who wishes
to free her- or himself from illegitimate authority. Whitman, one of the
“roughs,” and Courbet, “maltre-peintee,” assumed the pose of the self-
taught, literate artisan. Both read deeply into contemporary science and
sometimes pseudoscience to liberate themselves from orthodoxy and nour-
ish their particular brand of realism. They went outside academic, politi-
cal, and literary establishments in their attempt to empower themselves to
empower others, identifying with 2 kind of pantheism that recognizes the
Godhead, or good, in everything and everyone, in their Likes as well as their
dislikes. To break from authority meant realizing their freedom with the
kind of “retching” effort Whitman spoke of in his Eqgle review on Hazlitt,
and they meant to serveasa paradigm for everyone to follow. Their boast-
ful brand of self-respect carried with it respect for the underdog. Two dis-
tinct yet similar artists draw upon the same sources for their own sense of
national identity, and in the process struggle to preserve the flame of lib-
erty in the midst of repression.
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